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ENGLAND's Advocate, &c. 


I: 2 LETTER to an Honourable Men:- 
ber of the Howſe of Commons. 


SIR, 
(1.) Y = of the 2cth palt, acquaints 


me that you have lately rece:- 

ved a diſmal Account of th: 

Decay of Trade ; and pertic 1- 

larly of the Silk Manufatture of England, and 
the Deplorable Poverty of the generality of 
Perſons concerned in ir, and related to ic ; 
which you ſay is ſo ſtartling and amazing, 
that you cannot but call in queſtion ths 
Sincerity of the Relator, and the Truth of 
his Narration : And therefore you carncitly 
delire me, of whoſe —_— and Exper:- 
ence, you are pleaſed to lay, you make nv 
doubr, that I wou'd deal fully and freely 
with you, in declaring what 'Iruth there 
isinit; and if any, then what may bu 
the Cauſes thereof, and what Remedcs 1 
think may be proper for it. Now though 
I queſtion my own Ability for ſo great an 
Undertaking, yer I cannotaltogerther deny 
{> good a Friend ; and if I ſhou'd fail jn gi- 
ving you the expetted Satisfaction, yer T 
will never deceive you with Fali!hood, but 
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according to the belt of my knowledge and | | 

Skill, ſhall a& imparrially, as one who has *' 

only the Common and True Intereſt of his *' 
Countrey in his Eye : And herein I ſhall | 
reſtrain my felf chiefly ro the Weaving | 

| 

| 


Trades in and about the Cities of Lowdown 
and Canterbury, of which my many years 
Experience will not ſuffer me to be 
rant; not doubting but that Norwich, Bri- 
ſtol, and other Trading Places, will ſpeak 
loudly for themſelves, as having too juſt 
Cauſe: AndI hearrily thank both you and 
all choſe worthy Members, who you ſay 
are willing to Relieve us, but heartily ſor» 
ry that it cannot be done at preſent ; the 
ſtate of Afﬀairs being ſuch at this inſtant 
rime, that if the Petition of rhe Weaver's 
Company had been Received, it could have 
done them noprefent kindneſs. But fince 
you tell me, "Thar if I can give you con- 
vincing SatisfaCtion, you will communi- 
cate it to others, who may be capable of 
doing us ſome good Serviceere long, I will 
adventure to try what can be done. 
(2.) The Weavers and Silk and Mohair | 
Throſters of Lundon, are ſo very Numerous 
- a Company, thar according as they flou- | 
riſh or fail, moſt other Trades feel the good 
or il! Ette&s of it ; and they are of two | 
ſorts, either the Maſters or Fabricators, or | 
elle the Workmen and Servants, being far | 
the greater Number, and in which are to | 
be included multitudes of Momen and Chil | 
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) dren; for they are Trades which employ 
' variety ot hands, and enables even Chilaren, 


atlealt in part, to get their Livelihood, ro 


' the great Relief, Eaſe and Comt rr of their 


Parents. And here, if I cou'd with- 
our ſighing remember the Bleſſings of Peace 
and good Management, I ſhould tell you, 
That from the Reſtoration of King Charles 
the Second, to the beginning of the preſent 
Revolution, this profitable and neceſſary 
Broad-Weaving Trade was increaſed 19 paris 
in 20, to what it was before. And alcho 
the Foundation of our Deſolation, which 
was before (as *tis ſaid) by Br——y atrain'd, 
began its Effets towards the end of thar 
Kings Reign, and that vaſt quanricies of 
India Wrought Silks were brought over, it 
was chiefly to rhe prejudice of the Woollen 
Manufaure, for then rhe betrer fort of 
Women ſcorn'd them, and they were moſt- 
ly uſed inſtead of Serges, Tammies, and 
Norwich Stufts : Bur that produc'd {uch dii- 
mal Effe&s, that the Growth of ſeveral 
Years Wooll lay to Moth-cat, rill that 
GapPy and Ingenious Invention of both 
Silk and Worſted Crapes, gave new Life 
both to the Wooll and Silk ManufaQory, 
{for Burying in Woollen would not do it) 
and rendered the Izdias Silks and Stuffs con- 
temptible to all ſorts of People, and ro che 
Advantage of all parts and places where it 
was ſetled ; whereby great multicudes of 
other Trad:s and People, who had their de- 
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well ;many Fields were turned into Screets, 
and Houſes Let, before they could be finiſh- 
ed ; and multitudes of Strangers were en- 
tertained, and had full Employment in the 
IWeaving-Trade ; the Brewer, the Baker, the 
Butcher, the Vittualler, were well paid ; and 
that I am ſure could be no damage to the 
Landlord ; and the Nation abounded with 
Men and Money, in which two things, with 
Gol's Bleſſing, the main Strength of a King» 
dom conliſts. 

(3.) But alas! we may now ſay with 
the Brazen Head, Time Was : For Now 
therc is ſuch an utter Decay of Trade, eſj 
cially of rhe Weaving Part, and its De- 
pendancies, that a Maſter, who formerly 
employed Twenty, Thirty, or more, cannot 
now employ Four, nor find them full 
work : The reſtare put to miſzrable ſhifts, 
and at belt they are torced to take yp with 
ſpare Diet, and the norſt of Proviſions, and 
chat many times mot very wholeſome ; and to 
purchaſe This, they are fain to {trip their 
Houles, and fſcll the Furniture by degrees, 
till from one thing after another, it comes 
to the very Bed they lie on, and they are 
reduc'd to a wad of ſtraw for their Lodg- 
ing, and a few ſhavings for a neceſlary fire, 
to boyl a little Water-gruel, or a Beaſts Lt- 
ver ; and whien all is ſpeat, then the upper 
Garments, if worth any thing, goe to the 
Broker, tor a {mall pittance ot Money, to 

get 


pendance thereon, proſpered and hvyed 
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get a little Recruits for Belly-Timber ; and 
thus ſtarved inſide and oucſhde, they ſpin 
out a miſerable Life, faintly walking, all 
Tatter'd and Torn, more like Ghoſts and 
Shadows than Living Men ind Women, till 
ing able no longer to hold out againſt 
wW ( and Want, they drop into their 
Graves: And tho' the Weekly Bills may 
call it Conſumptions, Comvnlſions, or by other 
ſuch Artificial Names, yet if the Searchers 
wou'd ſpeak out, or your Worſhip wou'd 
ſummon a Jury of Charch-Wardens and 
Overſeers of the Poor, from Algate, Biſhozſ- 
gate, _— ate, Shoreditch, Stepny, S. Geor- 
TH and S, ark, with the Precintts and 
amlets thereunto belonging, I am conti- 
dent they would bring in their Verdi, 
That no {mall number of them dyed of a 
Diſeaſe in plain Engliſh called Starviag. 
And this is the more ro be lamented, be- 
cauſe it befalls the better and honeſter ſort 
of them; for thoſe, whoſe modefty will nor let 
them beg,nor their honeſty lutter chem to teal, 
when they can find nothing to fer their 1s- 
duſtry at work, their hezrts fink, they hide 
their heads for grief and ſhame, and ſo pine 
away witly want ; And thus thoſe Men are 
loſt, who wou'd improve Trade, and be ex- 

ceeding profitable ro the Commonwealth. 
(4.) To this you may add the Conti- 
deration of the many Houics which ſtand 
empty in theſe and ſuch-like Places, which 
formerly were crowded with two or three 
A + Faint 


| Families : And as for many Houſes which | 


are inhabited, they are ſuffered {o to be, 
rather to prevent the heavy payment of 
three or four ſhillings Tax in the , 
falling on the Landlord, than for any hope 
of more Rent he hath from the Tenant : 
Nay, I know ſome who would gladly loſe 
their Houſes, would the grand Landlord 
accept and acquit them. Perhaps you will 
think it ſtrange, if I ſhould fay, I know 
the Men that are Ruin'd and Undone, by 
having whole Ranges of Houſes given 
them, only for being become bound to pay 
ſome Ground-Rent, that was covenanted 
for before the Building ; and yet of this 
kind, you may eaſily be inform'd of divers 
inſtances, in the Tower-Ham'lets, and the 
New Tonn ; and notwithſtanding all this 
Loſs and Deſolation, yet within a few years 
in thoſe places, they have bcen forced to 
double their Rates for the Poor ; and when | 
that would not do, then to add an Additi- 
onal Rate of Six Months to the year; 
and ſome Pariſhes, that were hundreds of 
pounds before-hand iome years fince, are 
now run deep in debt, with endeavouring 
to ſupport their Poor, and to prevent this 
miſerable Poverty growing upon us; and 
all to no purpoſe ; -for never did the Poor 
{warm at that rate as now, and ſtill daily 
increaſe ; ſo that no Man can have a ſpare 
Farthing to give away, but once in an 
hour he ſhall haye three or jour — 
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his houſe with doleful complaints to beg it, 
and things grow daily ſo from bad to worſe, 
that in a little time we may Lone to ſee 
begging and ſtealing to become the two mott 
general Profeſſions or Employments in the Na- 
tion ; and if there be no remedy for theſe 
things, or none will be taken, we ſhall cer- 
tainly ere long from the moſt flouriſbing 
Kingdom of Europe,become the moſt deſpicar 
ble People under the Cope of Heaven. 

(5+) I fear I have furfeited you with 
Complaints; but that I may now afford 
you a handle, —_— you may do your 
Country ſome good ſervice, of which I 
know you ſo zealouſly deſirous, that you 
never ſpared any honeſt Pains which 
might tend to produce that EfteQt, I ſhall 
now lay before you, what I apprehend tobg 
the principal Cauſes ot this daily encreaſing 
Poverty and Miſery ; and that conſideration 
in courſe will dire to the Remedies : But 
before I come to the ſtanding Cauſes among 
our ſelves; I thall take notice of one thi 
which I take to be an accidental Cauſe, 
and yet a great preſent furtherance of this 
Miſchief, and that is the free Admiſſion of 
io many French, Walloons, and other Fo- 
reigners amonglit us : Nor that I againſt all 
Foreizners, much leis againſt the Relief of 
Men in diſtreſs, of which I am confident 
you will bear me witaeſs ; but Ithink our 
Charity to others might be ſo managed, as 
not to be wncharitable to our ſelves. For 

many 
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manycomplain, that they enjoy ſeveral Iy+ 


munit wa verges A more than the Ne 
tives ves, which is grating, provo» 
king, and uneaſie: And they al negorine 
large Contributions from time to time 
made to them, which I ſhould never 
grudge, but that I find this uſe tobe made 
of them, by the help thereof to work un- 
der the Heads of their own Party at lower 
Rates, than the Exg/iſþ could, at the rate 
Proviſions now are; and by this means 
they got the Work out of their Hands, and 
the Bread out of their Mouths: And fo long 
as thoſe Contributions laſted, they did, 

would hold it ;. but now they fail, I am 
informed that ſeveral of them think of 
tranſplanting themſelves into other Coun- 
tries ; and ſodoubtleſs will the Exg/iſh too, 
rather than ſtarve at home ( but I fear Ex- 
rope cannot afford them Relief ) for Trade 
will run thither, where it meers with en- 
couragement and fits caſte; and ar this rate 
the Nation will be in danger to be much 
diſpeopled as well as impoveriſhed ; which 
= bode no good, if not wiſely preven» 


- (6.) But that we may come more cloſe 
to the matter ; the Deſign of Trade is to 
ſupply our want, and cn:reaſe our wealsh, 
and therefore ought ro be managed to thoſe 
ends: But ifit multiply our Incorveaiences, 
or exhauſt our Riches, foch Trading is ri- 


ding Poſt ro ruine, and therefore a PEE 
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ought to be put tot : For this reaſon 
let Mcn talk what they pleaſe of a free 
Trade, and leaving it uncircumſcribed, the 
muſt at laſt allow it to be limited by fi 
Rules and Mzximes, as may make it be- 
neficial and not hurtful to a Nation; but to 
ſet them, ſo as to make them obligatory 
and efteftual, belongs to Authority, where 
I leave them, and proceed to make good 
my Promile. 

(7.) And here, I cannot but take notice 
of one miſtake, which multitudes of well- 
meaning Perſons make ; for whereas it hath 
been wiſely provided, that our own Coin» 
modities [d be manufaftured at home, 
many have thought, that by wearing fre 

liſh Cloth, they were the great Conſumers 
of Engliſh VVool, which is a great Errour : 
For it hath been proved more than once be- 
fore the Parliament, that no Cloth of a- 
bove 10s. per Yard white, or 13 s. 
Yard in mixt Colours, fold at Blackwell-Hal, 
hath one Dracha1 of Exzliſh VVoel therein, 
unleſs by Accident, and fo all the better ſort 
become only the Contumers of theSocove or 
Spaniſh VVoo! ; and by this means Hair-Cam-' 
blets, Prunello"s,C allaminco"s Velvets,Silks,and 
ſuck like wearing, hath been, and is much 
diſuſed, for the purchzfing the Materials, 
(whereof they were here mace,) our own ' 
Cloth-Manufattures were in great quantities 
exported, and t9 which a great ſtop by that 
means is made ; io that hereby a double 
7 Manu- 
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ManufaCture is diſcouraged, and a double 

Gain to the Nation loſt: For he that wears 

2 Hair-camblet Coat or Cloak,or Pr own, 

| or any ſort of Hair or Silk, Velvet or Shag, 

| is in theeffeft a more true Conſumer of Eng- 

Liſb Wooll, than he that wears Cloth ; Gro- 
grain, or Mohair Tarn,of which the aforeſaid 
Commeditics are made,being generally the 
 Produtt or Exchange of our Courſeſt Engliſb | 
Woolen Cloth, by which Vead the Clothzer is 

encouraged ; and the preparing the Yarn, 

which comes in for it, gives a great and 
comfortable Employment to vaſt Numbers 
of People in the ſeveral ManufaQtures there- 
of ; And before this War, we had attained | 
to that Perfection, as not only to ſerve our 
ſelves in Hair-Camblets, which before uſed 
to be ſent us from Brsſſels and Holland, but 
had gained ſuch a Preference, as to ſerve 
the wileſt Paris and French Merchants,where 
and roother parts, we had a very profitable 

Trade, in the former times. I could not | 

ſay leſs, to undeceive many, who did not 

underitand how by this means the Silk and 

Mob :ir-Yarn-Trade, is much impaired, and 

Engliſh Cloathing it {elf damnified, which is | 

one, tho* no great cauſe, of rhis Deplorable | 

Poverty. Nor wou'd I be thought, by in» 

forming of this Miſtake, ro undervalue 

the: home Conſumption of our own Wool» 

? ten ManutaCQtuce, 

(8.) As to what you hiat in relation to 
the ar, the lateill State of our Coin, _ | 
che 
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the preſent Dearneſs of Silk, T am confident 
that they have had very little Influence 
= this _ and that if the publick good 
the King in.general been 

nr ph ay dag pR_ and ive bs 
tere a e ing Perſons, the 
tg and laſt of Fortes. pow been to the 
A e of the Silk ManufaQtures both 
Weavers and ys ng all their Depen» 
dants, than to their Detriment. For ſet- 
ting aſide the A# prohibiting Silk com- 
ing but by long Sea in the Time of War, I 
am confdeat, that I can convince you and 
all reaſonable and unbyafſed Men, that the 
Wa would have been greatly to our Ad-. 
vantage ; and the Scarcity of Mony might 
have been ſupplied by Credit for that time, 
had it not ruined by other means. 
The dearneſs of Silk, if itbe fo in all other 

hwrts the Trade no more than ex- 
tream Cheapneſs would : Burt to inſiſt on 
theſe things, as I might, would ſwell my 
Diſcourle beyond my deſign ; and therefore 
I ſhall proceed with all poſſible Brevity to 
whatI am confident is the bane of the St 
Manufattures in England, and inthe conſes 
quence of it, of the Wooken allo. 

(9.) The unreaſonable and diſcreet 
Pre of Indis Manufattures, whereby 
ſo vaſt a Manufafory and Profit is carried 
from us thither, eſpecially of thar of India 
Silks and Stuffs, hath almoſt wholly over- 
thrown and unhinged this profitable and 
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neceſſary Trade of Silk throwing and wee- 
ving, by which vaſt Multirudes of People 
of both Sexes young and old lately tved com- 
fortably, and fo did albits dependanrs. Firft 
in the winding it raw, whereby Thonſands 
of Scamens Wives and Children, and other 
People many Miles round the City { who 
now ſtarve.) earned their Bread, to perfe&t 
it for the Throfter; to ſpin which again af- 
forded 2 good livelihood to thoſe thas dou» 
ble the to be —_ -irobe pr __— 
Uſe, after the Dyers have gai err live- 
lihood =. L 4 The Weinders, Warperr, 


Quillers,Draw- By, had good os by 


their Attendance on Weav 
ES 2 makers, &c.) 

of - - twenty * 
thirty, or forty of which Weevers uſed to 
be by one Fabricator, which num- 
bers many of them have now nothing to 
do, but are driven to this miſerable Choice, 
either-to beg, ſteal, or ffarve. And before 
this proſperous Trade was ruined, every 
Maſter according to his Stock and Credit, 
provided before-hand for a Spring Trade, 
and was certain of a Marker in February 
or March, had he never fo many hvndred 
pounds worth of Goods by him ; and'the 
whole Summer following all hands work- 
ing early and late were little enough to 
ſupply the Mercers; though many that had 
good forelight, and large Stocks and Cre- 
dit, would then be providing a freſh Stock 
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of Gcods proper for Winter VVare, for 
which about Michee/mas Term they failed 
not to find fale; ard by this means the 
whole CloathingTrade of England was upheld, 
{which now ſinks) The Tarky and Italiex 
Merchants ſending our Coth, Serges, Bays, 
Says, &c. to Turk and Italy for Silk toem- 
ploy theſe numerous People, who lived up- 
on and expended the ProduQicns of our 
own Land ; and whether the very Carri- 
2ge and Return of their ſeveral Cargo's in 
our Coaſting Trade to ſupply them, be not 
of more advantage even to our Exgliſh Ns- 
vigation, than the Exf-Indis Trade, 1 leave 
to their 4 1 who ſhall copſider, 
that this laſt ſerves chiefly to deſtroy our 
moſt 5kilful Seamen, which their former 
Employments from Nen-C: fe, Cheſter and 
other parts, had made; it being too free 
quently obſerved, that ſcarce half the 
Ship's Crew ccmes ſafe again to England, 
that ſet out from thence for the Eaſt-Indizes,, 
IC.) 'I his Breat inconvenience, Or rather 
miſchief, was filt brought on us abcut 39 
years lince by the Exff-India Company's ſen- 
ding over leveral of our Engliſh s&:1/al 
VFeavers, Dycrs, and Pattern-draners, &C. 
to infiruQt the Indians in ſuch Methcds as 
ſuited the Exrcpean Fancies ; before which 
time, all things they feet were contempri- 
ble, and the L adies thought them fcarce 
gocd cnovgh for their Kytchin Mards ; bur 
DCW 
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now ſo eſteem them, that our Silk Many- 
fattury at home is on the brink of deſtruQi- 
on, and Ergland it ſelf will next feel it, and 
all Exrope too, if they be no wiſer to pre- 
vent it, as I ſhall now endeavour to de- 
monſtrate. . 
(11.) The Advceates for our Eaft-India 
Trade are pleaſed at all times, to extol and 
magnifie' Merchandize and Navigation, as 
the Foundation of our Wealth and Proſperi- 
ty ; and doubtleſs they are very likely to 
maintain it, who take the Courſe to leave 
us nothing-in the end to Merchandize with- 
all; for what; better can be expeted 
from them,who carry away our Money,and 
deftroy our Manufaures? And therefore 
theſe eloquent Gentlemen ought to- conſi- 
der,that a due improvement of our own Pro- 
duttions by Labour and Induſtry, was the 
Foundation of our Merchandize , and till 
muſt ſeppert it, or it will fail in time, as 
allo our Lands will fink in vale, and the 
Niation be dſpeopled; and for this reaſon by 
cat Miſtake was the Exft-India "—_— 
ately obliged to export yearly a 100000 /'s 
worth of our VVoollen Manufattures, which 
impoſition proved as wrprofiteble to us, as 
it was «natural in it fall For they cannot 

ſell Cloth in thoſe Places, whence the 

bring thoſe ready wrought Silks, whic 
deſtroy our Man»fsFvry at home, but were 
forced to vend ir at- thoſe Markets where 
the Turky Merchants had otherwiſe ſeat ir, 
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and ſo became a hindrance to their Trade, 
which is more profitable rous; and when 
they impoſed the wearing of Woollen on 
their Soldiers under Penalty of loſing their 
Pay, Tam credibly inform'd,that they could 
never bring them to it, unleſs on Pay-days, 
and then not without grumbling, the hear 
of the Country making them unable to en- 
dure it, Now let it be confidered, that 
the Management of our Lands and Sheep 
produceth that YVYoo!, which atter by the 
Labour and Induſtry of divers Mazvfattarey; 
( too many to be particularly named ) is 
wonderfully improved ; and while they 
are doing that, wear our courſer Voo! and 
Leather , ſpend our Butter, Checſe, Corn, 
by which many others are maintained au 
home, and by the Product of their labours 
Navigation maintained abroad : For their 
improvements in ſeveral Parts are in ſeve- 
ral Cargo's ſent to Twrly, Italy, Spain, and 
other ; i whereof part returns in ##- 
wrowght Silk, and other neceſſary Commo- 
ditics, part in Silver from Cadiz, which 
the E:ſt-India Company put a ſtop to, and 
{cad it away to the great Mozzl to bring 
home thoſe Commodities, which if preter- 
red, not only ruines all.thoſe Mazrſatturics 
of Wool, but alſo the Turky and Ntzlian 
Trade, which in return of thoſe Commo- 
dities, brought hither Raw Silt ; and this 
they do by bringing over their vaſt Car- 
go's of ready wrought Sil: from 1ia, in 
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licu of our good hard Silver and Gold, 
which is {ure to return to our uſe no more, 
than the Woollen whereia we bury our 
Dead. This done, their Cargo's are expos'd 
on their Stage at St. Hellens, where our 
Females are charm'd, and fall ſo deſperately 
in love with them, that no other form or 
manaer of Silk than what they /aft brought, 
mult be the Srazdard of our and Fa- 
ſbion ; fo that when our London and Can- 
terbury Weavers againſt the Spring-trade, 
have provided many Thou 

worth of Luftrings, Tabby's, and other as 
good- Silks as: the World can afford, in 
comes an Eaxft-India Ship freight with 
Dammask and Sattins, which being expoſed 
on their Stage, makes the Mode for that 
Spring ; and the Exgliſh Fabricators mult 
keep that years Goods, or ſell them to vaſt 
loſs, and then are conſtrained with vaſt 
Colts and Charges to alter their Faſbion 
jor the next year, when in comes more 
E:/t-India Ships with Goods of quite ano- 
ther form, and all the Weavers are 1n the 
dirt again : And thus tor ſeveral years 
have the London and Canterbury Weavers 
been difappointed, and Numbers of them 
undone, to the utmolt Degree of Poverty ; 
and many of thca not geriing any Sale tor 
their Goods thus provided, at 10 little as 
25,0r 30,0r more perCent,lols, have left off, 
and fallen into the wrſted Weavers ; and 1 
doubt nor but that tamous Corporation 


and 
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and City of Norwich, has and will feel tlie 
ill Effefts of it: For the London Wervers 
not being tyed to thoſe Rules and Me- 
thods, which the Norwich Weavers, for the 
Credit of the Kingdom and themſelves,had 
obliged their Members to, tor making 
Goads free from Deccit, ( as the Colcbefter 
Bays-makers do ) have in part jultled them 
out of their Trade, by being thus at their 
liberty : But now /\orwich for its own pre- 
ſervation having taken off that reſtraint, 
( which otherwiſe had been commendably 
kept on) Spirtle-fields will not be able 16 
maintain that Tra4e, which at belt here, is 
but a fterving one, to the poor MWorkmer ; 
and therefore Norwich having ſet her Mem- 
bers at liberty, Spizzle-fields \Workmen muit 
in a ſhort time beg, ſtarve, or be kept by 
the Pariſh. 

(e2.) This is a ſad,but trueHiſtory of the 
decay and miſery of the weaving Trade,which 
is partly cauſed by the ſelf-endegnels, 
and pernicious Trading of fome particular 
Merchants ; partly by the vain and fond, 
I am unwilling to ſay vitious Humour, of 
the Females. For the Mercers dar: not buy 
any thing conſiderable, but what is Ind:az, 
or what he mult pretead to be fo ; and who 
can blame lum tor dcaliag therein, when 
otherwiſe theDraper, as things ttand,weould 
deprive him of his Trade ? And now they 
cannot but confeſs, that their great care 1s 
how to provide good ſore of \Mioarty 47hmntk 
5 2 413 
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an Exſt-India Sale ; and if in the Intervals 
. they ſpare any, it is to buy the Labour and 
Pains of the Weaver for little or nothing, 
and ſometimes part ofthe $/k into the bar- 
gain. And I aſſure you, Sir! it almoſt 
makes my Blood chill ro think, that the beſt 
of our Fabricator's buſineſs (that little they 
now do) is fo to counterfeit the Indians, 
that the Mercer may vouch itfor ſuch with 
confidence. 

(13.) * But this matter is accounted no» 
thing with many ; and they commonly ſay, 
That the Silk Weaving and — with 
all its Dependants, had better be deſtroyed, 
than the Eft India Trade obſtrutted or Pre- 
judic'd : Foy (fay they) though they do ſend 
great ſtore of Money away to r— the In- 
d1an Silks and Toys, yet they bring Lgyeas Pro- 
fit to tle Nation, by returning back Money 
moſt other European Countreys, and ſo the 
N-ticn ts by them enriched. Tn anfwer here- 
to, though T have much to ſay againſt the 
Truth ot this, yet at prefent I will not 
quarrel with any of their Importations or 
Exportations, as ſuch, let their Trade be 
as great as they can celirc.; though I am 
ture in the end it will prove much to the 
Prejudice of Europe in general, and more 
eſpecially to us; but that which I now 
comp!ain of, is the home conſumption of 
thoſe ManutaQtures, which will incvitably 
ccltroy not only our Si/t, but our /Ycollen 
Mannfi&ures: And that I may commend 
you 
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you to a compleat Judge 1n this Caſe, Pray 
read the Eſſay upon the 1nd.» Trade,whom 
I take to be the beſt F eragy for _ Com- 
this Age hath afforded, and I ſuppole 

hs ny ne been as well paid for ir 4 is 
pity ſo fine a Pen ſhou'd be employ'd in fo 
bad a Cauſe ; but for his ingenious Con- 
feſfion of that Truth, which if rightly 
coalidered gives it up, we may forgive him. 
And thus faich he, p.1 2. As tothe Eaſft-Indis 
Trade in general, if all would by common Con- 
ſent agree to have no further dealing to theſe 
Parts, this fide of the World by ſuch Reſolution 
would certunly ſave 4 great and continual ex- 
pence of Treaſure ; for that Europe draws 
from thence nothing of ſolid Uſe, Materials to 
ſupply Luxnry, and only periſhable Commods- 
ties, and ſends thither Gold and Silver, which 
# buried there, and never retnrns. And then 
P.13. concludes, 1 cannot find what «s become 
of the 800 Millions digg'd out of the Earth, 
wunlefi 1595 Millions of it be carryd awey and 
ſunk in the Eaſt Indies. A very fair Con- 
feſſivn of the true matter of Fat! And 
wii are the Fools ? As for Span and other 
Countries, who manufacture not what 
they ule, they may with ſome colour of 
Reaſon be indifferent in their Preference ; 
but for us to do it, and ſet che World an 
Example fo to do, is no better than Folly, 
if not Madneſs ; who tor the loye of India 
Manufattared Silks, Tinder Calico's and Mu» 
ſlins, throw away our Gold and Silver, ne» 
B 3 ver 
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ver to be recovered, when we might have 
good Cambrick and Lawns, and other Ger- 
man Linnen, and Raw Silk to employ our 
People, in exchange for our Woolen Manu- 
faFnres ; which becauſe we will not, we 
loſe both our Trade and our Money, which 
we might keep at home, - or ſend abroad to 
better purpoſe. 
- (15.) O but, ſays this and other Exſt-In- 
iz Advocates, Money is but « Commodity, 
and-Trade muſt not be circumſcribed but free : 
That by their bringing Eaſt-India Silks 
and Stufts cheap for our own uſe, we may 
find other Markets for our ManufaCQtures 
abroad. . Bur why then ſuch a buſtle and 
flouriſh at other Times, when contending 
for the Ballance of Trade with the European 
Countries ? But] grant that Gold and Silver 
is but a Commodity, which we ought to be 
willing to part with, when there 1s a good 
cauſe tor it : But then it ought to be conſi- 
der'd what kind of Commodity it is ; it 1s 
the Simews of War, the Glory of Peace, and 
the Life of Trade, without which, Work- 
men cannot well be employ'd ; the more 
any N-tion hath of it, the more Wealthy 
and more Powerful it is ; the /ef they have, 
lo much the more mean and incorſiderable 
they are; ſo that to let our Mozey go from 
us, is to part not only with our Wealth, 
but our Strength. Belides, Gold and Sitver 
is nct a Commodity of Exgliſh Growth ; it 
we make the Fl:ece 1nto Cloth, and fend it 
| away, 
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away, the Sheep affords us another Fleece 
the next year ; but ſend our Money away, 
and none comes up here in the room of it: 
And when other Nations have it, they bid 
it welcome, and are unwilling to let it re- 
turn again ; and therefore the (afe(t courſe 
is to make it {tay at home, unleſs when our 
own real advantage, neceſſity, or ſafety re- 
quires the contrary ; and therefore fome 
have compared it to the Blood in the Body; 
or rather the Spirits in the Biood; - waſting 
makes us languiſh, great exhauſting kills. 
But that you may more plainly ſee tne cif 
terence, pray obſerve, that if Mozey be but 
a Commodity, 10 is fine Chivs Ware allo , 
and being we can do fuch fine things with 
worle Fools than our ſelves, ſuppoſe for 
once we ſhould ſend all our Contemptible 
Cupboards of Plate, with all-our other 
Gold and Silver to the Indies, and have it 
returned in Delicate China Ware, either 
for T/e or Trade, ſhould we not be mon- 
ſtrouſly enrich'd ? For Fancies ſake, I will 
relate a ſtory, which I long ſince receiv'd 
for Truth, when I little chought of ha- 
ving this occaſion ro ule it: The Lady of 
a Worſhipful Knight, Sir R. K, of E-— 
oblig'd him to make her a return of 109/, 
in this pretty Commodity, with which 
ſhe finely adorned her Cloſer, under the 
Window of which was an Out-houſe, and 
ſhe keeping a pretty Pug,and going abroad 
in her Coach without him, up skips the 
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Monkey from the Wall to the Top 
of the Out-houſe, and the Lady having 
left her Cloſet-Caſement open, in he mar- 
cheth, and admiring how prettily it rang 
and tinkled, as he jumbled them together, 
henever left off the Frolick, till he brought 
it all to its Intrinfick Value, Sir, I 
leave the Application to your ſelf; only I 
think I may ſay, That the Conſumers of 
Indian Silks are much as profitable to the 
Kingdom, as Pug was to his Lady. 

(16.) It's commonly ſaid, That far fetcht 
and dear bought, is 200d for Ladies ; nor do I 
envy them any Fiery, provided it be not 
purchaſed with the Raine of their Country : 
But when they ſhall conſider that by theſe 
means their Husbands &#erts mult fall, the 
Uſeful and Profitable Trades of the King- 
dom fail, and their Countrey be Diſpeopled 
by Death, or neceſſitating the Inhabitants 
to flock to other Places, where they can get 
a Livclihood, and all this to sxrjch a far di- 
ftant' Irfidel Countrey, by impoveriſhing our 
ſclves, I hope they will grow fo wiſe and 
good humour'd, as to part with one Piecc 
of Vanity, which is ſo pernicious, 

(17.) And further, if this be not the 
effe&t of that Devouring Trade, how comes 
It to pals, that S;/ver is Fd. per ounce more 
worth than Money, only to be ſent to the 
Indies to be buried, and Cadiz and Holland, 
and all Places, dreincd to obtain it on any 
Conditions, but that the Natiov mult be 
rugnea 
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rvinedtoenrich a few Men by management 
of a free Trade, as they are ready always 
tocall it, when we talk of any, tho? never 
{o needful, Prohibiting of never fo ſmall a 
Branch of it ? ButI thiak this free Tradeto 
be a Contradiction, as matters were ma» 


(18,) If you pleaſe throughly to conſi- 
der the Management of this Eaſt-Indis 
Trade, you will be forced to acknowledge, 
That had we not ſent Indian Linnez vu 
the Scots, to the great detriment of their 
Scotch-Cloth-Trade, (the principal Manufa- 
Ace of that Kingdom) it is believed they 
never would have thought of an Ea/t- India 
Company, by which they hope to be even 
with us, by impoling Indian Toys upon us 
by way of requital : And what detriment 
it will occaſion in the Iriſþ Aﬀair, ſmall time 
will diſcover. And when other parts of 
Europe (which have not yet taken up that 
courſe) ſhall warily inſpe& what we 
have been, and are now doing ; Will they 
not think of ſetting up the ſame Trade, and 
impole their treight of Jzdian Goods upon 
us, as we have done upon them? only I 
can hardly think, that any but our elves, 
will be ſo indiſcreet, to ſend their Money 
Abroad, to the deſtruction of their Gainful 
Manufaures at Home, unleſs pure Re- 
venge tempt them to it ; that the ſame 
Trick may not bealways plaid upon them, 
but that in requital, they may Trick 0. 

ther 
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thers, as well as they have done them : and 
[ verily believe, that a few years will bring 
it to this paſs, and then we ſhall ſay, Who 
would have thought it? And when I conſider, 
how many Undone Weavers, have ſet up 
Ale-Houſes, till they have had little Trade, 
except to tipple one with another, till they 
have broke themſelves again, and the Brewer 
into the bargain; it is to me an unlucky 
reſemblance, of what the European Trade in 
time muſt come to, when it is one King- 
dom with another, chiefly for Indian Gen- 
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( 19.) Norcan there be any doubt, but 
that the Great Mogs! and his People, whea 
they obſerve the mad Eſteem we have for 
their ManufaQtures, will follow the Ex- 
ropean Examples, and advance their Prizes 
( as they have already done of late ) and by 
laying on Great Duzzes, and Prohibiting 
Raw Silk, and Cotton Wool and Tarn, eſpe- 
cially now they find they can have our Gold 
3nd Silver for it, ready ManufaQtured there; 
for the remedy of which, nothing but the 
Learned DoQors 'Obſervation before-cited, 
can give Europe an Effeftual Cure: But 
would they agree together in an European 
Parliament, or Council, not tro Conſume, or 
fetch any Indian Manufattures; this would 
perfeAly cure the Evils the European Trades 
groan under ; for the Remedying of which, 
it may be obl erved, how every Kingdom 
and Countrey hath ſtrugled to help them+ 
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ſelves by unreaſonable Duties, and unnatural 
Prohibitions, upon' one another z the cffeCts 
of both which are, to impoveriſb all the Ma- 
nufatturing People, though tor the preſent, 
it may ſeem to engich the Governing Part, 
yet it is allto the deſtruction of theExropear 
Trade ; and we may ſtruggle our hearts out. 
to relieve our Poor, for fo long as this Indz- 
an Gangreen is nouriſhed among us, nothing 
will Help, nothing will Do ; becauſe the 
loſs of the Silk ManufaQtory in Exgland, 
will certainly ſink the Exportation of the 
Woollen, in propourtior, and render all 
Work-Houſes in Countries and Corpora- 
tions IneffeQtual, as does alrcady appear. 

( 20.) Leſs matters, and even Trifles in 
reſpe& of theſe, have Alarm'd our Fore- 
Fathers ; yea, and have had ſome influence 
on our ſelves of late ; I ſhall make at pre- 
ſent, choice only of two inſtances, out of 
many, I mean the Dyizg, and the Buttor- 
making Trade. For the benefit of the Dyers, 
and improving that Trade , it was enatted, 
That no Dyed Silk ſhould be Imported ; and 
about the latter end of the Reiga of King 
Charles the Second, it was allo by Law en- 
ated, That no Foreign-made Buttons ſhould 
be 1mported into Exg/2zd, with which our 
Dutch Friends before had plentifully ſerved 
us. And doth the Weavers and Weavins- 
Trade deſerve no Conſideration, which 1s 
Tweaty times the value to the Kingdom 
more than both, and Employs more than 
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a hundred for one ? And even the Buttox- 
makers have had the good fortune this 
very Seſſions, to be Relieved and Supported 
by this Truly Engliſh Parliament ; for in 
conſideration of their Numbers and Poyer- 
ty, they have ſecur'd them in their Trade, 
and that much to the Advantage of the 
Turkey Merchants : And though their aum» 
bers at Mack/esfield and Sherbourn, and the 
adjacent Countrey, are great, yet I am con» 
fident, I could name one Pacith in London, 
wherein not many years ſince , before 
this ſad decay of Trade, the Weavers, 
Throſters, and their dependents, exceeded them 
all ; How Numerous then would they be, 
if computed in all —_ But the Butron- 
makers may thank God, that they had not 
an E:ſt-India Company to cope wit!: , and 
I am p:rſwaded, that could the Weavers, 
be ſecured againſt only the Exzlifb con» 
ſumption of Figur'd,Stich'd,and Strip'd Eaſt- 
India Silks and Stuffs, they would be con- 
tented, and might be a Happy Proſperous 
People again, and both the Turkey and Ita- 
lian Merchants, Twenty times more bene. 
fitted, than by the Button Bill ; and the 
Bleſſing would go round, for the Woollen 
ManufaQture would feel the good effeQts of 
it; and leſs than this, can never preſerve 

them from total Ruiae, ia a ſhort time. 
(21) And to fay the Truth, our Wea- 
wers, fone years ſ:nce, were but little be- 
holding to ſome back Friends, who _ 
eacy 
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they found they had too good a cauſe, and 
the Probibiting Bill had (paſs'd the Houſe of 
Ce neal Eerepees Hora me — 
Prohibition of a as Forei 
Silks ; for not having cauſe Sod enough 
fairly to Try it out with them, they de- 
viſed this way to hug them to Death, with 
that pretended kindneſs, and —_ the 
Bill, by inſiſting on what is Unreaſonable : 
For if the Engliſh YVVeaver cannot vie in 
Frugal Living, and Cheap Working, with 
thoſe Countreys, that purchaſe their Raw 
Silks, and Neceſſaries of Living, much at the 
{ame Rate themſelves do , they will then 
deſervedly ſuffer; but to oblige them to 
contend with a numerous multitude of S/- 
vazes that have their S;/k to work upon for 
almoſt nothing, and want neither Fire nor 
Cloathing, while Two pence in Rice, will 
ſuſtain a Family of four or five for a week, 
is very hard meaſure, and unmerciful do- 
ings, unlels ſuch methods are taken, as may 
reduce the value of Lands, and all its Pro» 
duQtons, to ſuch low Rates here, that they 
may work on an equal foot: But how cheap 
loever the Eaft-Indis Company may buy 
theſe Goods, Exe/:n4,and all its Ladies, (hall 
and will pay dear enough for them, rather 
than go without them ; fo that unleſs they 
are by ſome means or other efteQtually Re- 
ſtrain'd, England mult be Vaone to gratify 
a hwmnoxr of vanity, and earich a few, who 
care not who, nor tow many they Ruine, 
io 
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ſothey may but Graſp all into their own 
hands ; for orherwiſe one would think that 
the Productions of the Growth and Soil 
L of Indiz,ſuch as Pepper, Salt-Peter, Rice, Cot- 
"#0x-wool, and Tarn, and numbers more, to- 

gether with what W roxght Silks they may 
export, might be ſufficient Gain, to con- 
tent Reaſonable Men; and as for Perſian 
Taffaties, and Plain Silks, the Weavers 

would not contend the matter. 
(22) But to Prohibit the Wearing an 

$ thing, that may be Cheap Bought, whi 
(' if the Eaſt-India Company do, the Gain is to 
£ Ezgland, though they {ell never ſo dear to 
thoſe who Wear and Conſume it; which 
I take to be in the Body Politick, like over- 
gorging with Meat and Drink in the Na- 
rural Body, which is weak and languid, 
and thrives not with it, unleſs in ſome 
great Wen, Excreſſency, or other Deformi- 
ty ; and if this be all we are to regard, it 
Þ may as well hold good in other inſtances ; 
I and then let us ſuppole, that when oug 1x- 
dia-Sbips freight Bullion from Holland or 
Spain, they {houldallo there take in a good 
quantity of Spaniſh Wool, and ſo ſave the 
Charge of bringing it to Exg/azd, and then 
be ſure, not to forget to take along with 
them a few Worceſter-ſhire Cloth-weavers, 
F and Cloth-workers, to in{truct; and all forts 
| of Work and Labour, bing performe1 


in Izdia twelve times az Cheap as 
R .la Ez2{zzud, and four Shillings worth ot 
Spazt {hs 


(31) 
aniſþ-wool, making a yard of Cloth worth 
ifteen Shillings, which at- this Rate, will 
ſtand them but in Five Shillings, then there 
will be Ten Shilling ſaved for their Navi 
gation and Profits,and ſo Exgland's the Gai- 
ner ; and the Silver they may ſend toBexgal 
and Perſia, for Raw Silk, to employ the Mo- 


gw/'s SubjeQs in other parts to work up, (as 


they already do) and fo return back both 
the Cargoes of $;/t and Clth together, and 
at once disband all, both our Needleſs Clo- 
thiers, and Silk Weavers ; this will do the 
work effeQtually, and leave us nothing to 
do at home, which muſt certainly make us 
a Rich and Induſtrious People, or no Peo- 

le at all conſiderable in a very little time: 
For I am ſure the project is not more ridi- 
culous, nor leſs pernicious in one reſpect, 
than the other. And where we are like- 
ly to find this Marker they talk of, for our 
own ManufaQtures, is little lefs than a Mi- 
racle, and looks more like what the Vul- 
gar call a Vertueſo-fancy than any poſſibility. 
For can we be {o belotted, asxo imagine, 
that the World ſhould be become ſo fcad of 
us, who are {o Careleſs of our ſelves ; that 
in ſpight of our Teerhs, thcy ſhould be 
ſ{tudiers of, and induſtricuily provide for 
our Good, by becoming, Cuſtomers tor our 
Magufattures, which we our ſclves {light 
and contemn ; or can it be thought reaton- 
able to believe, that when we have brought 
our own Plazii ics, thic Spar iarar, ce whe 
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Places, tothe uſe of Eaſt-India Silks, Cotten, 
Cloths and Stuffs ( which our own great 
Preference and Efteem, not only tends to, 
but effefts ) we ſhall ſtill have rhe betrer 
Markers abroad in ſome Newfound-Lands, 
or Countreys to be found out ; where we may 
vend our Silks, Cloths, Bays, Serges, Perpetu- 
ana's, Norwich-Staffs, and the like Commo- 
dities ; ' and it would be worth any Mans 
while, to get Information, what Market 
in this World, is not already fully ſtored 
and cloy'd with theſe Commodities, whe- 
ther thoſe prepar'd by the Eaft-IndiaTraders, 
muſt go to the Prejudice of other more Ex- 
cellent aud Beneficial Merchants ; unleſs they 
know how tocarry them to the World in 
the Moon. 

( 23.) And if our Common Prints, do 
not Prevaricate, Flinders and Venice have 
lately declared their ſenſe of this Evil, by 
a Prohibition of Indian Manufattures; and 
though the French Kzng, for many years 
paſt, hath driven away ſo many thouſands 
of his poor Subjetts to ſeek their Bread in 0- 
ther Countreys, of which England hath 
entertained the greateſt part; and the 
molt of thoſe that were Mann«fatturers, 
were no other way capable of earning their 
Living, but by.the Weaving Trade; yet he 
hath manifeſted his conſtant care, to ſup- 


ort, and afford a good Maintenance to - 
:) 


thoſe that remain; as may appear, by his 


"Edict of Oftober 26. 1636. whereby he - 
* orly 
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only Prohibits the wearing of all ſorts of 
Eon Silks and Callico"'s, but alſo, under 
a ſevere Mul&, Prohibits the Imitation of 
their own made figured aud flowred Silks by 
Printing ; and commands their Prints and 
Tools to be Broke and Utterly Deſtroy'd : And 
in the - _— when they took mo 
many of our Eaſt. Ind;s Ships, they told not 
the Che otc wa => under this 
Caution and Obligation, That they ſhould 
be again Exported : And by another EdiQ 
of —... 1694. For the Preſervation of the 


» Button-makers Trade, He Prohibits the wear, 


or uſe, of Buttons, any other ways made, 

than with the Needle; and by all ways and 

means, endeavours that Bread, the ſtatt of 
Life, may be ſold Cheap. Now if we, to 

the great numbers of our own Peopls, wult, 

contrary to our former Laws, entertaia and. 
admit all Strangers that come, and give them 

right to work in our Trades, is it not high- 

ly unreaſonable to pour in upon us ſuch 

vaſt quantities of Indian Commodities, as 

deſtroy the Principal Man»faures; in ma= 

king of which, both the Exziiſh and French 

Weavers mult get their Bread, or Starve ; 

whilſt at the ſame time we Prohibit If 

Cattle, Diſtil our Corn, and Export it too, if 

Cheap. 

(24.) Icannot think ſuch like Proceed- 
ings, to be very conliſtent with good Rea« 
ſonand Policy, and muſt crave your Par- 
don, if I tell you, Thatl believe this E:/- 
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' India Trad: of Goods there ManufaFured, 


for our own Conſumption at home, is far 
more Prejudicial, not only to our own Silk 
Manufattures, but to England in general, 
then were thoſe wicked audacious Perſons, of 
whom ſo many were Hanged for Cliping and 
Coyning ; tor if they followed both Trades, 
and Coyned their Clipings, it was no lofs to 
Enelivd, for what we wanted in werght, we 
had in tale; and could we have paid there- 
with our Foreign Bills, it would have been 
of greater advantage to Exg/azd, than the 
Eaxſt-Indiz-Trade ; but for thole Rogues who 
only clip'd, they deſerved a double | 
for they were one yy Support of the 
India-Trade, their Meltings turniſhing them 
with Silver for a long time ; the want of 
which now puts them to their ſhifts, and 
makes them pay ſo dear for it. 

(25.) Thus, Sir, I have laid before you 
what I apprehend to be the Cauſes of this 
deſperate Decay of Trade, which will day 
by day more clearly appear, as our Poverty 
increaſeth ; and hence the Remedies are 
viſible, if apply'd by a Powerful Hand, 
Bur becauſe you are urgent for my further 
Opinion herein, I ſhall point at ſome, tho* 
very briefly, they having been hinted at all 
along. It1s an old and true Obſervation, 
That the knowledge of the Diſtemper is more 
than half the Cure ; our Home-Cunſumpti- 
on of Eaſt-India is rorg't Silts, is the Decay 
both of our Cl1hing and Silk — 

/ 


—_——_A Mc. 


[ 35] 

the Wervers, Throfters, and all their Depex- 
dents ; and impoveriſheth all Places where 
thoſe Trades deca Y- But after the due 1... 
Provement of our own Produttions by Many. 
Jattures, as hath been already inſiſted on, A 
due Conſideration of that truly Noble 
Torkey Trade, is the next thing that can and 
will give us conſiderable Relief Let onl 

ſuch | — be given, that thoſ: 
Gentlemen w ſpend their Youth in Tra- 
vel, and to gain Experience in that Trade, 
and after venture Great Eſtates therein, 
whea they return and lettle here, and lead 


miſchief /if not prevented) thaa ll our te.. 
dious War ; For It is this inforcerh many 
of them, tor the employment of their K. 
ltates, to ſtrike in with the Baft-India-Trade 
inſt their Judgments ang Inclinations ; 

or ſeeing we are relolved to ruine our 
lelves, they will come in for part of the 

C 2 {c 
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ſcramble. For®tis plainly thus : The Mey- 
cer can (ell nothing of Engliſh $:/k, but with 
great loſs to Himſelf or the Weaver, and for 
this reaſon the Weavers are forced to deſiſt 
their Trade, the Silk lying on the Silkmens 
or Throtters hands, by which means the 
Merchant wants Sale, and ſhips away no 
more Cloth or Tin, and gives order to his 
Fattor in Turkey, to forbear buying an 
more S4{k, or Grograin,or Cotton-Tarn, whil 
the French buy up all, and give great encou- 
ragement and lite to their Manufatvrers at 
heme ; for want of which, our Trade is 
ſodeſtroy'd, that our Poor need not ſcoff at 
Wooden Shoves, for they muſt go Barefoor. L 
could give you ſeveral Links of the like 
Chain of DeſtruQtion to our Spaniſh, Ger- 
man, Italian, and other Trades, whereby the 
other parts of our Weoollen Manufattures (as 
Bays, Serges, Perpetuans's, and all ſorts of 
Norwich and other Stuffs) ſuffer the ſame 
Detriment from one and the ſame Cauſe. 
But ſure I am, the Caſe is extreamly alter'd 
with the Weavers, ſince Cannon-ſteeet both 
ſides the way was nothing but Weaver's 
Workſhops. But by what is before ſaid, it 
appears that making the Turkey-Trade pro- 
ſperous, wou'd in a great meaſure cure the 

Lvil we groan under, and prevent their 
ſending their Si/k and Grograin Tarn to Hol- 
lizd, which they are now acceſſitated todo 


" for want of another Market. And I could 


be 
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be content the fore-mentioned Author 
(cho? a profeſt Exſt-Indis Advatate) might 
judge berween us, for what valuable cau- 
ſes theſe beneficial Merchants, as well as the 
Weavers, muſt be thus cramp*d and crip- 
led in their Trade ; Which he aſſerts, p.14. 
That Exrope had been richer by a full Third 
Part than they ave, if that Trade had never 
been Diſcovered or Undertaken ; and that it 
bears hard only on thoſe Countreys that conſume 
thoſe Commodities. Bur for thoſe who will 
conſume them, to the deſtruttion of their 
own valuable Productions and Manufa- 
Qtures, and the carrying away all their 
Wealth in the end, I think they want a 
Lord have mercy upon them. 

(26.) For my own part, I do not think 
but that the Departmie of thoſe Multi- 
tudes of Strangers would be a great detri- 
ment to the Turkey Trane, and that their 
abiding here mighr be of great advantage 
not only to that, but to Exg/and in general, 
if matters be ſo ordered that all may have 
Work : For multitudes of Induſtrious 
People are the beſt and ſureſt Riches and 
Strength of a Kingdom, if wiſely employ'd. 
For that in the ManufaQturing of Grogreis 
Tara into Hair Shags, Tammies, &c. I ve- 
rily believe there is now aboyr Londen up- 
wards of tweaty French for one Exelilh, 
either of Maſters or Workmen therein, 
I mention rhis, becaule ir is the great Opis» 
nion, of the multitudes of Exng/iſh who 
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want Bread, That proſecuting and driving 
away Foreigners, would give Relief to their 
Want ; and fo far hath it prevailed, that 
by inceſſant importunity they oblig'd the 
Company, tor the better conſidering of the 
matter, to call a fu Court ; and further 
by their preſſing Intreatics had engaged 
a number of thoſe that were or had been 
their Work-maſters, to repreſent their caſc 
to the Court; and in order to their Relief, 
to requeſt, 1. That the Company would put 
their By-Laws in execution. 2. That they 
would give them leave to proſecute, accor- 
ding torhe Laws of Exgland, thoſe that had 
not ſerved ſeven years an Apprentiſhip to 
the Trade. 3. That they would admit no 
more Foreizners to work on the Trade. To 
all which the Company gave all thoſe that ap» 
peared full ſatisfaction, That they lay under 
an Obligation neither to do, nor to abet, or 
ſuffer any thing to be done contrary to the 
Agreement made with their Church ; but 
that they would endeavour fo to repreſent 
their caſe, that there might be Reliet both 
for them and the Strangers alſo; but for 
ating thus, the Company is ſharply upbrai- 
ded, and warmly refleQed upon by the 
poor miſtaken Multitude : For tho this hath 
been ſome {mall cauſe of their Poverty by 
accident, as hath been before mentioned ; 
vet cannot cure the Evil they labour under ; 
But it I might, I would Adviſe or Perſwade 
(for it is unrezſonable ja this caſe to talk of 
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Forcing or Provibiting) People of all Quali- 
ties, Age or Sex, to the wearing of Gar- 
ments and Ornaments of Si/* or Grozrin 
Tarn of Enzliſh make ; for this is the recura 
of Engliſh Woollen Cloth, and nothing cou!d 
conduce more to the advantage of the Exg- 
liſh Merchants Trading to Turkey, Spain, Ita- 
ly, and other European Parts, and 1s double 
advantage to Exz/and. The truth of which 
may be further demoaltrated in one [mail 
but freſh inſtance, by which I believe more 
than one Merchant have been no ſmall Suf- 
ferers, I mean the great and ſudden diſuſe 
of Mohair Frinzes, together with the decay 
of the Weaving and Button-mating 1 raae, by 
which mcans fone thouſand pounds worth 
of Mohair Tarn, which otherwiſe might 
have been {old tor ready Money at/ a Price, 
ſo ſunk and f:1] in its value, thit ir is fince 
fold tor one third of what mighr chen have 
beea hal for it; and I believe, that reckon- 
ing the decay by the Worm eating inco it, 
and the loſs of Intereft, even that third part 
was likewils conſumed ( which had 0+ 
therwiſc beca laid out agaia in Cloth and 
Tin, and {cnt to Turkey) as the Proprietor 
can tell by wotul Expericace : And I am 
ſure thac our Womens great eſteem for 
Thread Frjnzes was 3 great occalion thereof, 
and a great kindacls ro the Dutch. And 
therefore I iatreat and beg of you, that you 
will uf: your utmoſt [atcreft and Rheto- 
rick to perſwade and prevail, that Cam%leg 
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Cloaks, Coats and Gowns , Silk Mohair, and 
Mohair Fringes and Buttons,and Manufattures 
here made of Silk and Grograin Tarn, may be 
the Wearing preferr'd and encourag'd : For 
this is the true Intereſt of the Turkey Trade, 
and in it the great Intereſt of England. 
(27.) From what hath beea ſaid, I think 
it may plainly appear, That no leſs than a 
Prohibition or ſtop of the Home-Conſumption 
of all ſorts of Exſt-India Silks and Stuffs, EX= 
| cept plain Perſian T affaties, and ſuch-like of 
plain make, can preſerve the Silk-Weavers 
and Throfters of England, and thoſe great 
Numbers that depend upon them, the good 
conſequence whereof hath Been already ful- 
ly demonſtrated : For if this be not grant- 
ed, thoſe Trades muſt utterly decay and 
ſink ; for as matters now ſtand, by reaſon 
of the fore-mentioned Dangers, few Men 
that had an Eſtate would for the three 
years laſt paſt adventure it, the loſs being 
{o certain; and as for ſuch as have and do 
trade upon Credit, they are forc'd to ſuch 
miſerable ſhifts as at laſt ends in extream, 
Poverty : And the cauſe it felf, (I mean 
Ezeland's Intereſt) is almoſt totally yielded 
up; ep deſpair, together with diſability, 
having ſo diſ-ſpirited and ſunk the Minds 
of the Exgliſh Silk Manufaturers, that there 
is not Si/k provided to ſupply the Mercers 
Shops, tho* they ſhould be willing to buy ; 
all itznd at gaze, and are only concern'd to 
fe: : what the Parliament would do with 
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them ; they are falling into extream de- 
ſpair, in vain contriving to find out New 
ployments. And therefore I beg of, 
and beſcech you, good Sir, for GOD's lake, 
for your Countrey's ſake, and for the ſake 
of thoſe Numberlefi Maltitndes of Poor before 
menrioned, that you would employ all your 
Intereſt to gain ſome effefFual Prohibition of 
wearing any flower'd, ſpotted, or ſtrip'a Silk 
Indian Make ; and then I doubt not but 
uch a good ACt, with example, would not 
only gain the preferrence at home, but alſo 
afford an opportunity, not only to our own 
Plantations, but alſo to many Neighbouring 
Countreys, to follow the Example ; our 
Fattors in molt places commonly ſcading 
their orders for ſuch Commodities as our 
ſelves moſt prefer and uſe. Nor let any 
think that ſuch a Prohibition would be im- 
pn if reſolved upon ; for the firm 
eſolution of an Engliſb Parliament is of 
force ſufficient toprevail in any good Caule 
which they ſhall heartily-eſpouſe; as may 
be {cen in the Buſineſs of Burying in Weolen, 
and the French Al-a-modes and Luſtrings, 
which I believe to be totally ſuppreit : And 
I am ccnfident the Exſt- India Company them- 
{clves would not attempt the breach of ſuch 
a Law, if it were once obtain'd ; and the 
Interlepers, or private Traders, might ke ca- 
fily prevented, and ſuch Rules prcpos'd, as 
might deter any other parts fiom impcling, 
them upon us, under the noticn of their 
| own 
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own ManufaCtures : But if the 

Evils muſt mect with no good Endeavours 
of Redreſs, we muſt be of all People moſt 
miſerable. Therefore, Dear Sir, endeavour 
that ſomething may be done by the Parlia- 
ment, before they Riſe, that may at leaſt 
give hopes, that their Casſe ſhall in due 
time, be throughly Conſider'd : Such a Pro- 
miſe or Vote wou'd give New Life to as ma» 
ny as can ſtruggle out another ſeaſon, and 
hopes of good 1a time to the reſt ; but the 
contrary, Trerer Deſpair. For i think I may 
truly ſay, what looks like a Prophecy in 
one of their Papers about three years ſtace, 
when contending lor this Billion Parliament, 
That if it were granted, it wou'd in a ſmall 
time ſo invigorate the Minds of all Fabrica» 
tors both in Silk, Wool, and Grograin Tarn, 
that they would contend with all other Diffucul- 
ties, tho* Money ſhou'd continue as ſcarce as at 
preſent ;, and that the contrery wou'd diſcourage 
thoſe of greateſt Ability, to that degree, that 
the Out- Pariſhes of London, the Tower Hamb- 
lets, and the Wool-Alanufaituring Towns of 
England, would not be able to % ort their 
Poor. And whether the Truth of this laſt 
part hath not been verified to purpoſe, I 
dare appcal to the Miniſters, Church-V Var- 
dens, and Overſeers of the Poor : And Iam 
ſure a!l the Iahabitanis of thoſe Places muit - 
and will givea ſad Teſtimony both to the 
Truth of this, and what will be the only 


RemeJy we can hope for, and that is, the 
Profs 
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Prohibition requeſted : For had that At 
then paſſed, it had ſaved the Lives of ma- 
ny who have fince periſhed, and preſerved 
the Trade both of Weavers and Throſters 

above double the Number they now are. 
(22.) And for your further Conviction, 
it may not be unſcaſonable here to add ro 
the two fore-mentioned Acts concerning 
Batton-making and Dying, a third inſtance 
of our former care, and that is, The Aa 
to prevent Si/k coming ready Thrown trom 
India. For can any reaſonable Man living 
believe, that ſuch care ſhould be taken of 
Dyers and Throſters, and at the ſame time 
the YVeavers be wholly neglected, unleſs 
it be that the Dyers and Throfters, had and 
did make friends in Parliament, but the 
VVeavers had none to inform in their be- 
half ? Beſides, the Proviſion it f(clf, is incttc« 
Qtual and ridiculous, if it be not reaſonable 
togrant this Probiiition ; for no Silk is we a- 
ved, but what is firlt thrown and dyed; and 
therefore ſo far as Si/t-throwing and Dying, 
hath relation to YV/eavisg, thoſe A7; are 
infignthcant, and now both rhole 1rades 
are very ſcnſible, that not only the V/elb- 
bring, but almoſt their Beixg, depends upon 
the Preſervation of the S;/k-YVVearing, and 
that they ſhould have a very foor 1 race, ta 
be only employed in Throwing and Dying 
for Stitching and Sowing Silks, and foie 
{mall pittance for the Srockin-Frames, and 
the Button and Fringe-makers; and it is 
worth 


oof 
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worrh obſervation, that the Ex/f-India Come 
panies itech'd, to gain this point alſo ; 

ey did lately bring over a conſiderable 
quantity of Indian Thrown and Dyed Silk, 
which the Throfters and Dyers coming to 
the knowledge of, they beſtir'd themſelves, 
and made a Seizure t f, but the buſi- 
neſs was patcht up I know not how ; for 
the Exff-Indis Company durſt not contend it, 
but are, or ſeem contented for the future, 
not to bring it over {o Throws or Dyed, but 
are reſoly'd to do usa further kindneſs, and 


fave us the labour of the YVYeaving, the 


prevention of which, is the only remedy we 
have to preſerve our ſelves and England 
from extream Poverty. 

(29.) Sir, In behalf of thoſe great Mul- 
tirudes, concern'd in this Controverſie ; I 
earneſtly Intreat you, to uſe your Intereſt 
with thoſe Gzntlemen, who now have the 
management of the IndiaTrade in theirPow- 
er, that they wou'd be ſo kind to their poor 
Countrey-men, as to grant willingly what 
1s here deſired; for it is not R able to 
thiak, that the Offer made by them to 
thoſe Weavers, who treated with them, will 
either be accepted by them, or allowed by the 
Parliament ; which was to this efte&Q, That 
if they wou'd fo aſſiſt chem, as to gain an 
Abatement of Cuſtoms, upon Raw Silk, Cot» 
ton Tarn, ani other unmanufattured Commodi- 
ties for Trade , they would be contented to 
load all Wrought Silks with Duties, to ſuch a 

degree, 
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d , as might make it more profitable 
to bring the ſaid Raw Silks and other mate- 
rials ro be ManufaQtured here, than to 
bring the Wrowght Silks, Stuffs, or other rea« 
dy ManufaQtured Goods. But I ſhall offer 
you ſome Reaſons, why I think this Projet 
will not take, or if it do, would be of no 
good uſe or Benefit. 

x. Becauſe this would give a vaſt Ad- 
v to the Indian Trade, beyond that of 
the Turkey and Italian Merchant, and fo 
would more and more obſtruQt and deftroy 
thole more Beneficial and Neceſlary 
Trades. 

2. SoGreat a Duty, would be a ſtrong 
temptation to all Private Traders and Sails . 
ers, to venture their all in this {Commodity, 
which is ſo Portable. 

3. It wou'd be no leſs temptation to 
other Nations, elpecially our French and 
Dutch Friends, to impoſe them upon us. 

4. The forementioned reaſon of our 
Ladies humours, and unaccountable Fond- 
neſs of this Commodity, plainly ſhews, 
That nothing bur an abſolute Prohibition of 
wearing thereof, can effeQually prevent 
the Miſchief; for with them it is all in all, 
ifit be Exſt-India; be it never ſo dear, ne- 
ver ſo agly, it then Plealerh, and no Price 
is too great for ir, 

(30.) Now this being plain matter of 
FaQt, and evident Truth, \What a dange- 
rous condition are all our Ez /;ſb Manuf ac#0- 

Ties 
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ries in, which are not already ſecured by 
Law, againſt this devouring Trads ? As for 
the Throwſters and Dyers before mentioned, 
they are little Significant, if the Weavers 
be not oo and Secured ; _ AS 
the Exft-India Company pretends, they have 
a ror A and will have what . 
have bought, which they ſay, is no 
thana freedom to bring not only Materi- 
als of Trade, and ProduQtions of that 
Countreys Growth, but allo whatſoever 
Manufactures they can make advantage 
by ; then in few years they may, and 
doubtleſs will, Undo all before t if 
not in the former inſtance of carrying Spe- 
»i{ſþ Wool! to be there Manufattured, yet in 
; —_—_y and making ſuch Cloth of Cottos 
ooll, for Mens Garments, as ſhall as much 
outvye { or at leaſt be thought ſo ) our Ex- 
geliſh Cloth, as Indian Silks are thought by 
our vain Ladies to ſurpaſs Engliſh. The Fan- 
f makers they have already beat out of the 
v Pit, little being left them to do, unleſs to 
mend and repair the breaches that happen 
to Indian Fans in their paſſage ; I nts 
2 they have as yet carryed over any Stockin- 
Frames, but that they will not do it, is im- 
probable; and then what will become of 
our ingenious Frame-knitting, and thoſe 
thouſands of poor People, that in ſeveral 
Counties of Exgland, earn their bread by 
Knitting with Needles, when we ſhall have 
Ez/t-Inaia Silk Stockins, far Cheaper, _ 
ere 
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here they can be made of Wool? But not 
co tire your Patience, T hus may theUpholfe» 
rers, the Hatters, the T aylors, the Imbroede- 
rers, the Glovers, and others, too many ro 
be named, be ſwallowed up by this All-De- 
wouring Exſt-India Trade, if they have this 
unlimited Power ; for had they not the 
Materials themſelves Cheaper there, than 
here, ( which yet they have by much ) the 
very difference of charge in Workman-ſhip 
may deſtroy all before it, the Neceſſaries 
of Life, affording the Indians a better liveli- 
hood for a penny, than the Engliſh-man for 
a ſbilling ; and then by the Greatneſs of their 
Stock, bringing over whatever they deal! 
with, in ſuch Vaſt Quantities, and by their 
Intereſt in Perſons of the belt Rank and 
Quality, they can / by theſe and other like 
means ) give the Preference to what they 
pleaſe ; ſo that unleſs you can believe them 
to be ſtranze Self-denyinz Men, they may at 
their pleaſure, Ruin, 11 a manner, all che 
Trades and Manufattories of England. I have 
lately received Intormation of one inſtance 
of this Nature, which mightily concerns 
us, which is, That ſeveral Molds and Tools, 
for making Penter, have been lately made, 
and carryed down itn Coaches, near to 
Thames-ſtreet, \uppoled to be for the ule of 
the Spaniaras and Portvgueſe ; they having 

obtain'd our Tix, on terms likely to de- 

ſtroy our ManutaQturing of Pewter : but I 

doubt and tear, That clicy are rather pre- 

pared 
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pared for the Et-Indies, where there is 
plenty of Tin ; and then we may bid fare. 
well to the Pewterers Trade ; and if it thou'd 
be ſo, our Cornws! Tin-Mines, will alſo re- 
ceive a Morral Wound : This matter is 
worth a full diſcovery, which by all the 
enquiry I have made, I could not yet at- 
tain to, but for ſo much as Irelate, Iam 
well aflured, all the Mold-Makers 
deny the thing, which makes me the more 
ſulpitious, that they are © going the ſame 
way, which the Engliſh Weavers, Patterns, 
and] Pattern-drawers, ly went ; but 
whereſoever they 9, I fear it will be much 
England. 

(31.) But Iam not willing tobe miſtak- 
en asSan enemy, either to the Ezft-India 
Trade or Company; I heartily wiſha friend- 
ly Reconciliation of all Farties, and them a 
Trade as Large and Prof; as their 
own hearts can deſire, could it be conliſt- 
ent with the Publick Welfare of Exgland, 
which if the loſs of the Silk ManufaQture 
would advance, I ſhould gladly ſee it Sa- 
crific'd to ſo good an end : But I am ſure, 
and Truth it ſelf compells me to declare, 
That the greater the Ezſt-India Trade is in 
general, the greater Prejudice it is to Eu- 
rope. But ſince the errour hath ſpread like 
a general Infetion, and every Kingdom 
and Nation, that can, ſtriveth to outvie 
each other in this bewitching Trade ; may 
the Enz/ifþ excecd all, and be Profperous 5 

. and | 
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and it {s,/and always was cif ofiaion That 
an Incorporation, or Co ,Wilelyand 
Honeſtly Manag'd, iythe be way tocat- 
ry it-6tly ati preverit being thfulted or Im 

f by tle Grew Mogul, or his; or 
any others Sabjefs ; but-rhen here li8/rhe 
great danger,” That ſuch a-Boay cart Cons 
mand, or' Requeſt, or Oblize, att ſuch a Parſe 
cat Fee and Bribe atthet extravagant Rate, 
as to midke Friends amongtt- Inconſlderiti*or- 
Coverons Men, to the carrying on ay Cauſe 
or Intereſt they purſue, tho? 'never {o de- 
ftruttive tothe _—_ Gedd; walels rhe Fe- 

ibative Power pleaſe to 3nterpoſe and pre- 
os it: Nor havel Keefer 2 x. to Re 
fleQ, either on particular Perſons, or Mil- 
carriages; 'I- have as much Reſpett* for, 
and great an eſteem of moſt '"of thoſe Per. 
fons concern'd in that *Frade;' as any-man 
whatſoever; and I do verily believe, that 
many of them, would-never contend in this 
matrer; 'had chey tliroughly and imparti- 
ally weigh'd'and conſider'd 'the Evil -Con- 
ſequences thereof ; bur the greater parr, 
is cither-aQually govern'd- by the le(s, oc 
elſe ſubrlly» manag'd and govern'd by a 
few, Whole Tntereſt, Power or Parts, over= 
tops the reſt; and it theſe judge, thar hav- 
mg paid tfieir Money, they may make the 
belt Advantage of their Bargain, and pur- 
ſue their Beligns, Whocyer Suffers, rhe 
reſt fof9Þ (their Leaders, withouc further 


Conſideration : But with their good leave, 
v 17-2008 D [ 


I think 
Gan aoy Tr 
an any T s wil prong 

any | Undoing 
others, gas dey paper eg bg rr, 
faQtures. But our Wiſe Legiſlators, muſt 
and will be Judges in this and to them 
I refer it.+ And "tis worth their moſt ſe- 


rious Conſideration, That when we have 
brought the Spaniards to be as much in love 
(as our ſelves ) and touſe theſe Indian Silks 
and Stuffs, for whoſe Clymate they arc 


without our help, which will likewiſe de- 
ſtroy, at leaſt, a Moyety of our Woolen 
Manufatture. 

(32.) And with ſubmiſſion, I do think 
this further matter may not be unworthy 
the Conlideration ot that Aug»ſt Aſſembh, 
That whilſt che French ſend their S49ps to 
ro both oe, Materials, eng and 
Manufatures of that Country, Care- 
fully Support and Iacreaſe their Home Me- 
nufaturers, and now buy up Silk ( beyond 
what they ever did ) and Grograis Tarn 
{which formerly they did _ in Tarkey, 
whilſt our Tarky-Merchants oaly 
lgok on ; becauſe the Manufaferere of Ex- 
£/and, being Ruin'd by this Indian Torrent, 


nothing 


C51) 
nothing will here ze che Priceche muſt 
i : And thus he French ſacures his 


or our F/V:avas and 
EET: and for 


Trade , and for this reaſon muſt defiſt ro 
buy Chrb; and thus the deſtruQtion of 
land's Trade approacherh ; and char che 
of Lands in vaive will foon fallow, is ©eps 
tain ; the late advance of which, proceeds 
mors from the Judgment -of GOV 
theſe parts of the World, than any © 


et 
cauſe: For now bot orx,a0d eel, avd 


TEES ETD: 
ir value by 
the if Crops, and wry nar ; (cilia 


other Countreys) which be again re» 
paycd by the + dvorven the Price of the 
Proadxiirons of other Coantrevs; (as we doin 
Claret, as well as $;/k) and it we cannor:do 
the one as well as the other, we loſe ouc 
Trade : And matters may be as wellmana- 
gd far the ſupport of our ManufaQures, 
as they are by athers for their own in ocher 
a Ang we _ give as god's 

rice 
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Friccin Terkeiuche Ferenc, and-a}ſoiptes: 
veritzthe>Nacobtrom-taying up chereithoſs 
Netellaries-0E\Sitk;| Gioprain, and Corron- 
Fara} fat which-our\ Trey Merchang s- now: 
can bid lirtevtherigpog Markets. Ot6H3\, 
:$3) Havingifyotined ow felf! chiefly 
tp:che particularslatedeſt of «tle *Weaving 
Nizufaitory, 4 hike. .avaided thoſe Arg: 
mexits,thapare-ormay be brought to\prove 
chin grejcaiohe Ex/2In4i77 au is, rothe 
(remexdFrade vþ.the ,a3avclF-in the 
air torddy alie avin the Mika) aur ad 
wit;,ouwhickd owl think ivr! Bur thoſe 
&rgAintnts have been already. handled: by 
madibemcerPciis imfeveratPrintedFraQts, 
em goa ek late Piece by: that indeta« 
__—_ ton for Norweth,' Mr. Loam 
vo the: moſt le Ob- 
> rn ave bronghe, in<detence of the 
| de dale 19 his C:ze of hoE-049Þ 
Mazyfatrb3 4 rading va'VV/oul,. prelt 
| ra rr arr Herſorizboth 
ad 4rten an Merchants Judg 
| T my AS oe of little: — to 
eem, ; Rao SttbrE arcon Tire and Wok; Pres 
; 
| 


11tt 1 rac 


addiGog thr 4'ne4ras well as if ready Mae 
nufkitwred; bur to me the Remedy:@Þ rhar 
6&tems: wn le. unleſs all & Exrope 
would! 2wree2to. damn: the / Eaſt: India 
Tracelitfelg asto tharparticular'; and:we 
ba:{ better be futy<tt ro- one evil}; than ro 
Thatand a-greater:; $uchuas I eakorke arſpeo- 
P42; 0 our Conntrez, by Deſirojingrour Manu- 
fatlures 
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fultures tobe: And cou'd theſe Mater als, 
be thereturn of our own Produions ( as it 
is by the Twrky Merchants ) and nor of Bull- 
on-(asit-is by the'Eaſt-Indis Merchant ) 1 
think it might be much at one, -torhe Eng- 
on whether they had them from 
Indizor Turkey; yea, and as 1t4s, we might 
> \better bear it, 'if theſe Commodities 


were again or with ſuch advantage 
axthey ſoret mes pretend, 'but wichous 
proof: For when-they have been preſſed 
wirh that dangerous Argument of 'fendin 
away our Money to the Inilics; they infiſt- 
ed on'this intheir Defence, That rine parts 
in ten of "their Wrought Silks imported, were 
apain exported'; but when'in che&-laſt Con- 
troverfie they defeated that ignod Bell in the 
Khoyſe of Lords; then ' finding the” Nation 
was bewitch'd tothe uſe of their Sifts, and 
to a'belief ot the Neceſſity and Bench of 
cheir- Trade, but chiefly dependiag on the 
Friends they had made, then they changed 
thir Notre, and loudly proclaimed rhac the 
Eift-India Trade would be nothing worth, 
if ch&y might'not be allowed to aſe them in 
Emelina”; tot'thar (as they then truly ſaid) 
Nine parts in Ten, were conſumed here. I hops: 
all theſe Reaſons will preyait-ter the Prohi- 
bition delired, W977 - IL UG 
(34.) 'As to'what is commonly objeted 
of the DutchPraQiice hercin,and Profit theres 
by,. it hath formerly been truly'and wiſely 
oblerved, That one Pariſh Londor cons 
nr ſumes 


| (54 ) | 
ſames more Exfl-India Silks than oll the Seven 
Provinces : And ſuchan Imirg« 
tion of their Praftice, bed Zend mo Gia 


promoting 

wiſe conſider that we havea 
fruitf: ul Land, rich Mipes , ep 
Cattel, and theſe we mult likewiſe improve 
to the j»riching our Countrey with People, 
and ſoas they may live by their Labour. 

| (35-) Sir, I fear I have quite tir'd your 
Patience, upon which I will got 
much longer, and therefore now drawing 
toa Conclylion, I ſolemaly proteſt, thatio 
the beſt of my Judgment and Know 

I have hereia declared or writ nothing 
any ather motive, end or reaſon, than the 
Good of my Country is genersl, and which 
I am ſure the Support and Welfare of thoſe 
poor ManufaQturers,for whom I am acom- 

e tho” mean Advocate, tends to; 

And I cannot omit to tell you, That ſome 
as and ridicule the Notion of Peoples 
$<r1ſhing and Sarving, which I before men=- 


tioned : 


Ry, 2 , 4.4 ſince, who 
: þ w 
have imagined 6s ian 
in ſuch a plentiful Countrey as 
alas! I am now daily an eye or 
. And if that Per- 


kept from Food and altogether ; on- 
ty ps they may be ſaid to periſh more 
miſerably, becauſe more flow. 

(36.) If Tam herein guilty of any Er- 
ror, 'tis of my {ndgment, not my Will; and 
I ſhall readily it co any Conviction I 
{hall be made fenfible of ; and I do expe& 
to be ſharply axtack'd by ſuch as my Edu- 
cation re me uncapable to contend 
with : But I have ſo great SatisfaQtion in 
the Goodneſs, Juſtice and Reaſonableneſs of 
this Cauſe, that I fear nothing ; and doubt 
not but the Righteouſneſs chereof will raife 
me up Seconds that will better maintain che 
Reaſonableneſs of what is here defir'd, for 
that veſt and Nec:ſſary Body of Engliſh Silks 
Weavers, Throfters, an«their Dependents, viz. 
As firm a Probibition again!lt the Home-ex- 

pens 


5 

of fleur'd,; flower'd, pitcl/d, and ſtrip'd Silks, as 
acan invent,or Law make ; and then to expend 
their plainargong vs, is more, or at leaſt as much 
as they ought to deſire, if; they value the Publick 
Good more than their Private Intereſt. And by this 
means would Employment be provided for Di/- 
banded Souldiers, of whom great numbers belong | 
to the _— Trade, and its Dependants, - | 
' (37.) Andfor Concluſion and Confirmation | 
of all I have Gd, Lrefer you to that great Maſter 
of Trade and Merchandize, Sir. Joſiah Child, who 
by hislate little afting in the Eaſt-India-Company, | 
ſeems to adhere to this bis ormer Principle, 
(however it is ſaid his Praftice ſometime greatly | 
contradicted it)and with which the Weavers con- | 
cluded their former Paper to the Lords, when | 
laſt defcated : ' And thus faith he, Whatſoever | 
edvyances the Value of Land in Purchaſe, improves 
the Rent of Farms, increaſeth the Bulk of Foreign 
Trade, multiplies Domeſick Artificers, inclineth t | 
Nation to Thriftineſs, employs the Poor, or increaſeth | 
the Stock of the People, muſt be procuring Cauſes of 
Riches : But a Foreign Exyence, eſpecially of Foreign 7 
AM cnufaFures, 1s the worſt Expence « Nation caft be | 
mclinable to, and ought to be prevented, &c. | 
. In fine, Sir, "Tis -believ'd the Liberty given 
the Preſs was, T hat you might conſtantly receive 
full and free Information in all things relating to | 
Publick Affairs, and theGocd of the Kingdom ; | 
and that, to the beſt of my Knowledge and Fudg- | 
ment, 1 have given in this Caſe ; and | bleſs GOD | 
I have not writ this for Bread, or any other Inte- 
reſt, but as before ſaid : And I thought that the | 
making it more - Publick than for your ſingle | 
Satisfattion, may not be Unacceptable or Uſeleſs. j 
And whatſoever your Wiſdom dertermies bercio, | 
or whatever my own Sentiments, or Belief, is 
thereaf, 1 ſhall Acquieſce with all Due Submiſſion, 
for I am, Sir, Towrs toCommand, A. N. 


